Mom, son
get max in

A.C.-based
sex ring

By BRIAN J. O'MALLEY

For Thia Press
CAMDEN — After years of

cars, money, jewels and furs,
Antheny Kirkland and his

mother, Bernice Motley, of
Sicklerville, will have to get
used to prison bars and jump-
suits,

The pair that
ﬁname:.‘l a lav-
ish with
proc
a praostitution
ring operating
in Atlantic City,
% northern N&w
=] Jersey,

e XN - Al I.as
KIRKLAND

County Supe-
Y rior Court
4 Judge John T
McNeill III
referred to him
as “a despica-

ble human being who deserves -

no favorable consideration
from this court.”
McNeill punctuated the
mﬂnt with a 37-year sentence
state prison and a $500,000
ﬁne for racketeenng. money
romotion of pros-
utunun. l:he b}rdecepuunand
conspiracy.
Motley, 64, by contrast, was
far more emotional. Her claims
of ignorance of her son’s activi-

ties and her attorney’s argu-

ment that her only crime was
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one of greed fell on deaf ears. She
received a sentence of 14 years
and a fine 0f $250,000 for theft by

dec:q:ﬂon mnne;-,r hund

am:l Mo mmﬂ must fmfeh
homes valued at more than
£100,000 and furs and jewels
estimated to be worth more than

Soate =

Christina Kirkland was the
band and her mother-in-law.
She said of Anthony Kirkland:

“You took 10 years of my life. You
Mﬁmmﬂkﬁmh:ﬂm
my You my bones.”
m RL]
part of this prostitution rlug
since her first son was 16. ..
Eltmmmnfﬂushadml'
NnunEattﬂmpladtnmmuu
the ts against Kirkland,
whuentﬂaglmﬂmms]mnﬁadmd
a orange prison
uniform with aﬂ:ﬁt&l‘-ﬂ
ing loosely i
members came to the
rescue in numbers for Motley.
The neatly dressed, coifed
woman, in a black pinsu'lpecl
suit and elegant white scarf, held
back emotion as her husband
and five of her seven sisters

spoke on her behalf.
“I can't believe some of the
said in this court today.
That's not my wife. That's some-
bad?eh&" wdmﬂmﬂmsmﬁ
band, Leroy M He
lighted Bernice Motley’s long-
term em ent at Commerce
Bank he asserted: “"We
eamed a living. We didn't need
handouts from anybody."
One by one, her sisters lined
ﬁmdefmﬂlhwulﬂﬂrﬁslﬂz

split between support for Motley
and surprise at Christina
Kirklands earlier testimony.
Mnﬂmm Lark, the youngest of

the eight girls, said: "Bernice is
wonderful. She is t:mng
the death of their m

weel:smﬂiwsheadthd. “This is

Thn elderly Motley stirred
mui:h emotion as she
speak on her own

lmng out wurds between

gulps for air,

sorry for the

traits, including regular church
ment history. But hlgﬁded.“l-lﬂ
life, on an overall basis, was con-
flicted.” Hours of recorded
conversations, were,

according to him, sad; very
dismmmhgl to the
conclusion that “she knew what
was going on. She was critical to
the operation.”

The prostitution was
r taking advan of

the late terms of
them with extension cords and
broke their bones if they failed
to meet his income expecta-
tions. And Motley apparently
was the crucial veneer of legiti-
macy for the entire operation.



