
Phillies Phanatic Leads T our of Comp assion
FORKED RIVER - The Phillies
Phanatic led area school children
through Popcorn Park Zoo here 
yesterday to promote an educational
tour designed to teach children 
compassion for animals and each other.

The self-guided tour uses the
Socratic teaching method to elicit
empathy for an animal’s feelings, 
thereby increasing the likelihood that it
will foster a sense of compassion for 
fellow students as well.

Correlations established by a
September 2001 Department of Justice
report linking animal abuse to other
conduct disorders such as 
bullying suggested to zoo personnel
that the solution to both problems might
be best addressed through such a 
program.

The zoo invested significant
resources to develop the tour and
began encouraging school districts
across the state to schedule field trips to
the facility that is one of only two in the
country capable of providing refuge and
medical treatment for abused animals
of all breeds.

Feedback from educators will be
sought to improve the tour in years to
come, and plans now include a more
elaborate educational program for the
differing developmental levels of school
children.

The students from Long Valley
Middle School in Washington Township
enjoyed both the tour and the
Phanatic’s antics as he led them among
the animal exhibits.  But the animals
weren’t quite sure what to make of the
strange bird from the Galapagos
Islands and rabid Phillies fan.  

BooBoo the Black Bear stood up on
his hind legs to indicate he wasn’t 
intimidated, but Bengal Tigers Dante
and Gina looked much more inclined to
find out how the furry green Phanatic
tasted.

- Brian J. O’Malley

Students from Long Valley Middle School in Washington Township follow
the Phanatic as he danced and strutted his way among the exhibits.

BooBoo the Black Bear wasn’t about to back down to the Phanatic
(above).  Bengal Tigers Gina and Dante (below) looked more interested
in him as a potential meal.


